
 
  

 

[Pick the date]  [Edition 1, Volume 1] 

President’s Report 
 

  It has been a very sad time for IKPS – I am sorry to report that our dear friend, 
and IKPS Life Member, Graham Mason passed away in August. Graham had 
battled ill health for a long time and I always joked that he had more lives than a 
cat, but I guess they finally ran out. I have so many good memories and I am sure 
many of you who knew Graham will also have special things you will remember. 
I will just give you a little insight into the man that I knew for many years – almost 
30 I think. Maybe it won’t be so short a story! 
 When I decided to become a wildlife carer, I had no idea that it would become 
my life or that the friends I would make would become family. Graham and Celia 

certainly fit into this category. I had already joined a wildlife group and started caring for flying foxes when one day I 
received a phone call from Graham who just happened to discover I lived not far from him. He welcomed me to the 
group and asked if I was interested in raising macropods. Within two days, I was the proud mum of a very large, very 
pink joey. My first ever baby was a red kangaroo with the smelliest, yuckiest poo I had ever encountered, even after 
having two children! I wondered what the hell I had let myself in for.  
 I seem to recall that I pestered Graham day and night with endless questions. His home became my home – the 
kettle was always on and Graham always had tins of cake or biscuits. I have no idea how many macropods I’ve 
successfully raised and released over the years but I do know that it would not have been possible without Graham’s 
passion, his kindness and willingness to share his knowledge and experience with me. 
 One very comical moment I shared with Graham that comes to mind 
was a roo rescue. The poor kangaroo had been hit by a car and left 
on the side of the road with broken legs. Graham and I headed off to 
do what needed to be done but it didn’t go quite according to plan. We 
did manage to put the poor roo down but not without a tussle. On our 
return home Graham was bruised and his shirt torn in multiple places.  
It became a huge joke that we weren’t to be trusted to go out alone 
together.   
 It wasn’t long before I got my revenge. Although Graham had rescued 
many a koala in his time, he was then not a member of IKPS. So, I 
decided to remedy that, and anyone who knows me knows how 
convincing I can be: Graham ended up as our Treasurer.   
 From the number of people from all walks of life who attended Graham’s funeral, it’s clear to see that he was well 
loved and respected in the community, not only for his love and dedication to wildlife. It was a very moving moment 
as members of the Ripley Rural Fire Brigade, founded by Graham, formed a guard of honour as he left us one final 
time. There are many other things I learned about Graham’s life from his eulogy: such an interesting and deeply loving 
man. But I will leave it there. I am sure many of you will all have your own Graham moments to cherish and share.

Ruth 
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Koala Connections 

Graham, you will be sadly missed 
but your legacy will live on in our 

hearts as well as in the descendants 
of all those wild creatures who lived 

because of your care and love.  
Know that you embodied those 

values that we treasure, and 
Graham, you made a difference. 

Vale Graham Harry Mason 
10 Dec 1943 – 14 Aug 2019 
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And by the way can you just say hi to Big Kyle and Skippy (aka Belley) on your travels… 
 

  

Register Heads/ Mentors 

Macropods        Madonna   0411 472 789   

Possums and Gliders      Marilyn   0412 630 739  

Koalas, Echidnas, Flying Foxes, Microbats   Ruth   0419 760 127   

 
 

   

 

All sorts of creatures are being affected by the hot dry conditions 
including birds like these silver-eyes (left) and the unfeathered kind 
(below left), with the roos so hungry for fibre they are starting to eat the 
pot plants (below middle left). But life still goes on, as this little one 
shows as she takes her first steps (bottom left).  

 

 

Above left, this sugar glider mum with a damaged wing membrane is 
raising twins herself, with help from carer Denise, who tells us “she was 
exceptional, usually you have to separate as they sacrifice their 
offspring, but she allowed me to take them off her, feed and return them 
til her own milk supply returned. Every animal is different”. So true! And 
look how well they all three are now doing in the aviary together (above 
right).  
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After the sad news, let’s hear about some of our 

gorgeous orphans! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Top left to right) Cookie, found alone in March near Esk, was named in memory of Australian Idol singer Kate Cook. 
At 1.7Kg she was too small to be on her own. She was always a bit nervous, not liking to be touched by anyone but her 
foster mum Maureen, taking a long time for Cookie to feel safe. “We had a few ups and downs, I wasn’t sure if she 
would make it, but she did”, says Maureen, “and she seems very happy to be in Kindy now”. We hope she passes with 
flying colours. By contrast, Cully who came into care in October last year at 1.1Kg, is a really affectionate koala. 
Maureen tells us “she wanted all the cuddles she could get right up to the day she went into Kindy,” where she’s learning 
how to be a wild koala before being released. As you can see, she also loves to plank. Widget came into care in 
November last year at a kilo. According to her mum Maureen “she was a very good baby from Day One,” loving her 
bottle and her leaf, “but not much of a cuddle bub,” being very independent. She too is now at Koala Kindy preparing to 
go back to the wild.  
(Bottom left to right) Opal, only new in care at a tiny 225gm, is from Mt Hallen where she was dislodged from the pouch 
by her mum who, as Marilyn her foster mum explains, was being chased by a large, overly amorous male koala at the 
time. We hope you make it Opal, you precious gem. Bazooka was found at Cunningham’s Gap with his mum who was 
collapsed and barely responding. Both were taken to RSPCA Wacol by the Parks & Wildlife rangers. Sadly, mum was 
euthanased but Bazooka is doing well. Gazoo, 525g, came into care from Griffith Uni, Mt Gravatt, with her mother who 
was face down on the ground. Poor mum had a huge tumour so did not make it. Little Gazoo is going really well and, 
as Trudi his new mum says, “loves his milk.” Kotoni was only 400g when he was found on a barbed wire fence at 
Coominya, north west of Ipswich, without his mother. Koala back-riders can become dislodged when mum goes under 
a low fence. As koalas do not have a lot of energy to spare on luxuries such as attentive mothering behaviour they don’t 
go back to retrieve their lost baby. Kotoni’s new mum Marilyn tells us “he’s now just over 2.5Kg and will be going into 
Kindy in about a month once we him off his milk”. Our thanks go out to the awesome staff at the RSPCA Wildlife Hospital 
Wacol and Moggill Koala Rehabilitation Centre for all their care and attention to get these little ones through. 
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IPSWICH KOALA PROTECTION SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

2019 

When: Sunday, 3 November 2019 

Time: 10.30 am – 11.00 am 

Where: Royal George Hotel, John St, Rosewood 

Contact: Annette Allan, Secretary, on ikps@outlook.com.au for further 

details or to send your apologies. 

*Note: a copy of the Management Committee Nomination Form was emailed to 

members on 11 September with the notice of meeting; nomination forms are to be 

returned no later than 14 days prior to the meeting to the Secretary, Annette Allan, 110 

Brass Road, Mount Forbes 4340, or via ikps@outlook.com.au. 

 

Your Society Thanks You For Your Support! 

BIG THANKS to all the members who support us every year with your annual membership fee. We 

could not do it without you!  
 You are one of the special people who choose to act, to be part of the solution rather than be overwhelmed 
by the enormity of human devastation of the planet. As Jane Goodall reminds us, “the greatest threat is 
apathy”. 
 We are particularly appreciative this year because an unusual set of circumstances has severely stretched 
IKPS’ funds. 

• The exceptionally dry conditions have increased the number of koala and other wildlife calls, 
particularly car hits. 

• Carers rehabilitating animals are travelling further, in some cases several hours, to find suitable koala 
leaf and other browse to feed their animals. 

• Costs have increased, particularly fuel. 

• As a result, we have had reduced capacity – both human and resources – for other things like going 
to shows and community events where we also fund raise. 

 You may be unaware that IKPS reimburses 20c in the kilometre to volunteers who use their own vehicles to 
respond to koala calls. So far in 2019, rescuers have travelled well over 12000Km just to attend calls and 
transport rescued koalas to hospital. This does not include the many kilometres they drive a week to find 
fresh browse for hand-raised orphans nor the 1000s of Km travelled by all our wonderful wildlife rescuers. 
Our sincere thanks go out to all of them: keep up the good work people, your efforts make a difference. 
 IKPS Management Committee is reviewing how we fundraise, pursuing as many avenues as we can to ensure 
that IKPS continues to do what we do and provide the public with a wildlife rescue and rehabilitation service 
-- in Ipswich and beyond. 
 If you want to donate, you can do so in the same way you pay membership, using the bank details on the 

Membership page of our website. Or you can email us ikps@outlook.com.au Or call Ruth on 0419 760 127.

  

mailto:ikps@outlook.com.au
mailto:ikps@outlook.com.au
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Wildlife Art 

Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The opening of a wildlife art 
exhibition by Marilyn Leitch 
will be held on Sunday 10 
November, at 11am, The Old 
Church Gallery, 35 Linville 
Road, Moore 
www.oldchurchgallerymoore. 
com.au 

 
Marilyn will be donating at 
least two of her paintings on 
the day to be raffled to raise 
funds for wildlife in the area.  
For more information contact 
Marilyn on 0433991292. 
 
 
 

COME JOIN US TO CELEBRATE OUR 
25 YEARS! 

AT THE ROSEWOOD PLANT  

SALE & ENVIRO DAY 

Rosewood Showgrounds 12 October 2019 from 9am to 3pm, 

hosted by the Ipswich Branch of Native Plants Queensland 

www.npq.org.au 

IKPS will attend with the education  

display and a koala. We hope to  

celebrate IKPS 25th year with you  

there – Ruth promises cake! 

Rosewood Community Centre will cater for the expo. There will 

also be a coffee van and a vintage hot dog machine, recently 

refurbished back to original condition by the Rosewood Men's 

Shed.  For further info phone Heather on 0419 779 530. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas in the Park 
IKPS will hold our annual  

Christmas Party  
On 15th December 2019 

with a barbecue at  

Queens Park 
 

Watch out for details to be sent  
to members early November. 
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Talking Koalas Out and About 
Inland Rail Community Consultation 
 In July, Rebecca attended two community consultation 
sessions for the Helidon-Calvert and Calvert-Kagaru 
sections of the Inland Rail, with the line planned to be   
open by 2025. The rail line is a Federal project aimed at 
reducing future road-based freight between Melbourne 
and SE Qld.  
 IKPS members around in 2010 may remember the role 

IKPS koala mapping played in the re-routing of 12 km of the line away from core koala habitat. 
Many of the records of koalas used by Inland Rail in this latest Environmental Impact 
Assessment were also as direct result of data collected by IKPS. 
 Once up and running, the line will accommodate 35 double-stacked freight trains up to 1.8Km 
long every day. 378.46Ha of koala habitat will be cleared along the Helidon-Calvert and 473Ha 
along the Calvert-Kagaru sections. Habitat for other nationally listed threatened plants and 
animals will also be affected including; Grey-headed flying fox, Brush-tailed rock wallaby, 
Melaleuca irbyana and Lloyds native olive. 
 If you have concerns you can visit the Inland Rail office at 47 North Street, Gatton, put your 
comments on the Interactive Map (maps.inlandrail.com.au/g2k#/), or attend one of the Community 
Consultative Committees as an observer (see www.inlandrail.artc.com.au for details and meeting 
dates). 

 

Ipswich EnviroForum 2019 
   

 This year’s Enviroforum was combined with the 
inaugural Ipswich City Council Enviro Awards. 
In previous years Council recognised the 
achievements in the environment as part of their 
Awards for Excellence, IKPS winning the category 
in 2009. This time the individual award went to 
Luise Manning with the group award going to her organisation, Springfield Lakes Nature Care 
Inc., for hosting community events such as tree planting, 
workshops and clean up events. 
 The afternoon kicked off before the awards with a number of 
talks. Ruth, one of four speakers from local enviro groups, gave 
a five-minute overview of what we do. We also heard from 
Luise Manning about what Springfield Lakes Nature Care 
Inc. is all about and Heather from Native Plants Queensland 
about what the Ipswich Branch has been up to recently.  
 But for me the most interesting speakers of the day were Tim 
Shields from Ipswich City Council and PhD candidate 
Tamielle Brunt who presented four years of results of the “eDNA” testing they have been 
carrying out in Ipswich in their search for platypus. I already knew the Brisbane River at Kholo 
Gardens was a top spot for watching platypus (although I’ve never been lucky enough to see 

Over the past four years, platypus 
DNA has been found in five Ipswich 
waterways: 

• Bundamba Creek 

• Six Mile Creek 

• Woogaroo Creek 

• Opossum Creek 

• Sandy Creek. 
 
 

 

  

 

http://www.inlandrail.artc.com.au/
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any there). And that platypus take advantage of flooding and increased water flow, moving as 
transients through surprisingly poor-quality waterways. What I did not know is that it is now 
possible to take a water sample and test it for platypus DNA! How cool is that?  

Threatened Species Day  

 

 IKPS, with Kotoni the Koala and our education display, attended this event, hosted by 
Springfield Lakes Nature Care Inc., at Opossum Creek Parklands in Brookwater. This is a 
significant place for IKPS because it is where we started, back in 1994. During the day, a native 

tree was planted by his widow, Chris Boston, to honour the work – and life – of Ric Natrass our 
founder and first President. His vision went beyond the usual for a rescue and rehab group (take 
a look at your Society’s Aims and Objectives and you will see what I mean).  
  
 Threatened Species Day commemorates the demise of the last Thylacine, on September 7 
1936. And we think there’s no better day to remember our Founder in this our 25th year.  

We also talked koalas with… 

  

• mum, dad and the kids at the Bearded Dragon Tavern country markets, Tamborine (www.beardeddragon.com.au) 
where patrons also donated $260, thanks Marilyn, Max and Maureen and Steve  
 

• wonderful campers at Keira Farm, a 500 acre cattle property at Mutdapilly west of Ipswich (visitors can either camp 
on farm or stay at the cottage “Keira Billy” www.keirafarm.com) who donated $93 to IKPS, thanks Maureen for taking 
animals and talking about wildlife and thanks owner Sandy for the great support  
 

• the Japanese documentary crew who filmed many of Madonna’s adorable animals (as featured in our last newsletter) 
at Oceanview north of Dayboro, organised by the Gold Coast based production company C P International Pty Ltd, 
BIG thank you Madonna 
 

• the ABC’s 7.30 program on 13 August, for a story about anomalies in the approval process for off-sets under the 
Federal nature conservation legislation; the story broke when documents - uncovered under freedom of information by 
the Australian Conservation Foundation - revealed problems with approvals for offsets to koala habitat cleared to make 
way for two housing developments at Brookwater and Deebing Heights (www.abc.net.au/7.30/dept-of-environment-
breached-its-own-policy-to/11411358). 

 
Note: all our education activities, tv and filming with IKPS hand-raised orphans are approved under special permit from the Department of 
Environment and Science under state Nature Conservation legislation. 
 

 
 

 

IKPS for Threatened Species Day 2019 at Opossum Creek Parklands in Brookwater.  Left: members of IKPS talk koalas with 
Luise Manning (centre left) and Federal Member for Oxley, Milton Dick (centre). Right: Ruth with Chris Boston. 

http://www.beardeddragon.com.au/
http://www.keirafarm.com/
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Radio Tracking Project 

  
 If you follow Trudi Timbs on Facebook, you will be aware of the work she has been doing this 
year following koalas at Lake Wivenhoe, in Somerset. Trudi has released and tracked two hand 
raised orphans, Henry and Sadie, released into SEQ Water’s Somerset-Wivenhoe Nature 
Refuge at Billies Bay. Her results show that translocated juvenile koalas can survive and in fact 
thrive, if there are vacant koala home ranges available. Trudi has been able to use her detailed 
knowledge of individual koalas in the area to identify possible gaps formed when individual 
koalas are no longer present (for those who may remember, Mad Max and Sweetums are two 
examples of koalas no longer out there). She is also tracking several other juvenile koalas in a 
project aimed at understanding how young koalas disperse and utilise the Nature Refuge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Two-year old Mesh (right), looks very 
pleased to get back into his natural habitat 
at Thagoona when he was released on 9 
September after a month in care. Mesh 
was found with his head stuck through a 
wire mesh fence, having rubbed the skin 
off under his chin trying to get through. 
Hope he stays away from fences from 
now on. Koala accident-proof your fences 
by making sure they have a 30cm gap at 
the bottom (you can check out other ways to 
make your fences fauna friendly on the 
Redlands City Council wildlife-friendly fencing 
webpage). 

Above left: Trudi searches for one of five koalas she is monitoring. Each koala has two ultra-light weight anklets that emit a 
radio signal at (two in case one is accidentally lost). Above middle: Sadie, anklets on show, which are much lighter and more 
comfortable than traditional radio collars. Sadie and her mum were attacked by dogs, Sadie spent a long time in care and 
really didn’t like to climb. Look at her now! Above right: one of the resident sub-adults, Charlie the Lad Most Travelled, moved 
more than 2km north west from his birth place, over several high ridges making life hard for Trudi, who resorted to accessing 
the spot by kayak. But either Charlie really missed a friend or he is just a little bit keen because here he is (red circle on the 
right), having crawled under the containment fence (visible bottom right of the picture) to get inside the trap area set up for the 
second koala in this tree (left red circle), who had a case of cystitis. No, Charlie, we don’t break into the trap area! 

A Big Shout Out 

to All Firies! 

Please Stay Safe 
And we love the Rural 

Fire Brigade crews who 

worked hard to make 

sure the wedge-tailed 

eagles’ nest did not 

burn during the recent 

fire at Frazerview.  

   

We’d love to hear your wildlife rescue story and any great photos you have to share, please email them to ikps@outlook.com.au.  

Ipswich Koala Protection Society Newsletter is written and edited by Rebecca Larkin, proofed by Allegra Bonetto. Photo Credits: 

Trudi TImbs, Rebecca Larkin, Ruth Lewis, Maureen Hall, Denise Sharp.  www.ikps.com.au 
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